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Furman reports

2002 Commencement ceremony touched by tragedies
The joy that typically accompanies Furman's
annual Commencement was tempered this
year by the deaths of two students.
A few days before the June 1 ceremony,
junior Christopher Cahill was killed in an
automobile accident outside the front
entrance to the campus. Two other students
were injured in the accident, one seriously,
and the flag in front of the Lay Physical
Activities Center h ung at half staff
throughout the remainder of the week.
Only a few weeks earlier, on May 9,
William Meier '01 died after a long battle
with cancer. Meier and Cahill were both
members of Kappa Alpha fraternity.
Diagnosed with the disease in August
2000, Meier continued to take courses at
Furman despite undergoing aggressive
experimental treatments and was just a few
courses short of completing h is degree in
political science. A popular student known
for his sunny outlook, he was voted one of
1 0 outstanding seniors in the Class of 2001 .
In April , the university awarded him an
honorary Bachelor of Liberal Studies degree.
The tragedies led to a somewhat
subdued Commencement, but the event
did provide a welcome opportunity for the
university community to find solace and
comfort in the routine and familiar.
Peter John Gomes, one of America's
most distinguished preachers, helped
improve the mood with an address that
was both humorous and thought-provoking.
Gomes, an American Baptist minister, is
the Plummer Professor of Christian Morals
and Pusey Minister in the Memorial Church
at Harvard U niversity.
He told the graduates that, if nothing
else, he hoped that they would learn from
their failures, discover ways to develop their
imaginations, and find serenity.
"Most of you will know more failure than
success," he said. "Failure shows us what
remains to be done, what unfinished tasks
summon up our resources. I hope you will
be wisely tutored by your failures."
Second, he said, "Seek opportunities
to exercise your imaginations, to engage
in the precious act of contemplation. If you
think the unimaginable and give license to
your imagination, you will find that life will
be infinitely more i nteresting."
Finally, Gomes entreated the graduates
to "embrace a solid center of serenity,"
a trait that will help them cope with outer
turmoil. "The test of inner strength will be
the proof mark of your generation," he said.
"A center of serenity is perhaps the best
thing anyone could wish for you. It is a
precious thing."
Furman awarded Gomes an honorary
Doctor of Divinity degree. Receiving the

Honorary degree recipient Peter John
Gomes delivers the Commencement
address; the Class of
takes the
ceremonial walk down Furman Mall
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Hal Frampton and Adair Ford.
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same honor was James M . Dunn, president
of the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs endowment and former executive
director of the group. Based in Washington,
D . C . , the organization works to promote
religious liberty and separation of church
and state. Mary Peace Sterling of Green
ville, a former Furman trustee and major
university benefactor, received a Doctor
of Humanities degree.
Four graduates earned top honors.
The Scholarship Cup for highest academic
average went to Craig Hawley Caldwell I l l ,
a history major from Bristol, Tenn., and Jer
Chin Chuang, a mathematics-computer
science major from Metairie, La. General
Excellence awards, presented by the faculty
to the outstanding senior man and woman,

went to Adair Eileen Ford of Williston, S.C.,
a summa cum laude g raduate i n mathe
matics, and Henry Wilkins Frampton IV
of Charleston, S.C., a summa cum laude
graduate in u rban studies/political science
and mathematics-economics.
The Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie
Earle Furman Award for Meritorious
Teaching went to Linda Anne Julian,
professor of English, and Aristide Francis
Tessitore, associate professor of political
science. Alan Scott Henderson, assistant
professor of education, and Margaret Jane
Oakes, assistant professor of English,
received the Alester G. Furman, J r. , and
Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious
Advising.

